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Overview
Design News readers look to the magazine for information that is useful and helps 
them do their jobs better and for exclusive content that they cannot find anywhere 
else. We recognize that suppliers are an important source of technical information 
for engineers, and, frankly,  we’d love to work you.

In fact, there are several ways you can contribute to Design News editorially, and 
we encourage you to contact the appropriate beat editor for your technology to 
discuss any of the following opportunities to contribute content::

- Product press releases
- Designers Corner
- Design Applications 
- Sherlock Ohms
- Contributed “how-to” technical articles

- On the next few pages, we will review guidelines for each of these opportunities. 
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Product Press Releases

Design News publishes product press 
release information in the following 
formats:

•From the Newswire – a blog at  
www.designnews.com, updated daily

•Expo – Product section within the print 
publication and online

•Trendwatch – Product section within the 
print publication and online that synthesizes 
an emerging trend

To Submit:
Email preferred – short writeup that includes 
indepth technical information and photo to
Liz.taurasi@reedbusiness.com

Or contact the appropriate beat editor

http://www.designnews.com/blog/From_the_Newswire/index.php
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Designers Corner

A new product introduction is a candidate 
for Designer’s Corner if it:

•Represents a significant  technical 
development and is not merely a “me-too”
product or is the result of a minor 
enhancement like a new size

•Can be described it in technical depth, 
including basic operating principles, 
novelty of the design, and underlying 
technical innovation

•Can be supported by detailed 
drawings/charts and/or test data that 
assist in describing the principles and 
support the claims

To Submit:
Contact the appropriate beat editor
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Design Application

A Design Application is a short, in-depth 
technical case study showcasing the use of a 
specific product/solution in a customer 
application. You should be able to provide 
editor with:  

•An explanation of the end product and its 
basic operating principles
•The role of your core technology in the design 
and what features/benefits it delivers
•An explanation of what differentiates this 
design from others on the market 
•Artwork should be technical and assist in 
explaining the technical aspects of the design
•Write-up should be technical, not in 
describing the principles and support the 
claims

To Submit:
Contact the appropriate beat editor 
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Sherlock Ohms

The wildly popular Sherlock Ohms appears 
both in print and in our Sherlock Ohms blog 
online. Contributed by readers, vendors, and 
experts, each installment:

• Chronicles a real-world design engineering 
“mystery,” with a step-by-step description of 
the investigation and identification of the root 
cause

•Ideal for vendors to showcase application 
engineering expertise – ie modifying  a CAD 
drawing to make the part more 
manufacturable or helping a customer 
optimize motor performance

To Submit:
Copy for print is 600 words (variable for 
online), diagrams or photos encouraged
Email submission to: Karen Field at 
kfield@reedbusiness.com

http://www.designnews.com/blog/Sherlock_Ohms/index.php
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Contributed “How-To” Technical Articles

Our primary interest for contributed 
technical articles is in how-to or tutorial-
type articles that serve to provide technical 
information that is useful to design 
engineers, rather than to promote a 
company’s products or describe successful 
customer applications

•Should have a narrow focus around a 
specific design challenge

•Sufficient technical depth to be compelling 
and useful to our readers

•Should contain information that is useful to 
the engineer practitioner, author should 
draw upon basic engineering concepts, 
calculations and technical diagrams

•Will run in print or online or both

To Submit:
Please send us an abstract for review, 
preferably before writing the article as we 
may be able to steer it in a direction that will 
generate most reader interest

Contact the appropriate beat editor
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CONTRIBUTED “HOW-TO” ARTICLE GUIDELINES
• Contact us first. While we do occasionally accept unsolicited, completed contributed 

articles, to save both you and us unnecessary time  and effort, and to ensure that the 
content is useful to our  readers, we’d like to ask that you submit only the abstract or  
outline of your concept to us first. Better yet, before you get too  far along, contact us 
directly to discuss your ideas. If we then ask you to develop an article, we will give you a  
word count, artwork  guidelines and a deadline for copy.

• Technical depth key - Our primary interest is in how-to or tutorial-type articles that serve 
to provide technical information that is useful to design engineers, rather than to promote 
a company’s products or describe successful customer applications.. Superficial articles 
that merely list obvious “tips” or “guidelines” without examining potential trade-offs are not 
as useful to our readers, who are looking for specific solutions to design challenges. 

• Engineers Wanted – Contributed articles that are authored by an engineer with an 
engineering title carry more credibility with our readers than articles authored by a 
marketing or PR person. Although we prefer an engineering title, we are willing to 
consider articles from anyone who can demonstrate deep technical knowledge of the 
topic at hand and writes at a technical level that is credible for an audience of engineers. 

• Focus  – Contributed articles should have a narrow focus around a specific design 
challenge (thermal management, minimizing vibration), but sufficient technical depth to be 
compelling and useful to our readers. They should contain information that is useful to the 
engineer practitioner, author should draw upon basic engineering concepts, calculations
and technical diagrams (free body diagrams or PV plots, for example) as appropriate to 
support points in the article, describe fundamental operating principles, etc is not readily 
available in a textbook or on a website, and has not been published elsewhere
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CONTRIBUTED “HOW-TO” ARTICLE GUIDELINES

• Write for the Web – The author should embed hyperlinks to related technical information 
on the Web in the article and include any references. If the article is published in the 
magazine, we will determine (with your input) which links will be included.  

• Writing Quality – The writing style should be both clear and accessible. Our readers are  
busy people, and do not have time to wade through wordy prose.

• Length – With the popularity of the Web, articles in both print and online are getting 
shorter. Write as long as you have to when explaining a complex problem, solution or 
idea. However, recommended length is 1,000 words max, with plenty of graphics.

• Bio – The author must provide a short (20 word) biography, head and shoulders shot (at 
least 300 DPI at 2 by 2 inch format), and an e-mail address that will be published in the 
article.
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CONTRIBUTED “HOW-TO” ARTICLES – REVIEW PROCESS

1. Review the article to ensure it meets our guidelines before accepting it for publication.

2. Ask a panel of readers who are knowledgeable in the specific topic area to review the article 
and assign it a  usefulness rating that will appear with the article in the  magazine.

3. Communicate to you our editing comments, and if necessary,  ask you to make revisions to 
the copy.

4. Upon receipt of the final version of the article, the article will then go to one of our in-house 
writers for final editing.

5. Though we cannot promise a specific publication date, we will give you our best estimate as 
to when we intend to  publish the article. 

6. The article may appear in one of several formats, namely:

- Full article in print, with links to additional material on  our website at  
www.designnews.com

- A one-page synopsis of the article in the magazine, with a link to the entire article on our 
website www.designnews.com

- Full article online at our website www.designnews.com

7. Once we publish the article, you can sit back and enjoy your Andy Warhol 15 minutes! We’re 
also happy to report back to you how well the article performs online.

Once we receive your final article draft, we will:
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An Award Winning Team
Design News consistently delivers the kind of original, compelling, and highly 
useful editorial content that drives a high degree of reader engagement, 
thanks to an award-winning editorial team who understands what information 
design engineers really want and need. The result: Great editorial that our 
readers depend on as a critical and reliable source of technical information. 

Charles Murray, Senior Technical Editor
Electronics, Electronic News Blog
A well-known face covering the electronics and automotive 
beats, Chuck brings nearly 25 years of strong reporting 
experience to Design News. With the instincts and dogged 
determination of an investigative journalist and an 
engineering background, Chuck’s highly original articles have 
serious technical depth, which has fostered a strong and loyal 
following among design engineers.

Karen Field, Editor in Chief
Motion Control/Automation, Made by Monkeys Blog
Karen’s background as a mechanical engineer in the 
electronics industry and 20 years as a journalist covering 
technology gives her a unique perspective and ability to 
develop editorial content that is relevant and on-target for 
design engineers. She is the creator of the highly popular 
Gadget Freak, Calamities, and Made by Monkeys blog.
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An Award Winning Team

Al Presher, Contributing Editor
Fluid Power, Motion Control/Automation
A veteran with 18 years marketing experience in the servo 
motion control industry as VP of marketing for ORMEC 
Systems Corp., Al covers fluid power, power transmission, 
motion control and automation topics. He has written 
extensively on how technology solutions have made an 
impact in manufacturing. 

Beth Stackpole, Contributing Editor
Design Tools, CAD/CAM Corner Blog
Beth has been writing about design tools since the late 1990s. 
Among the mere handful of journalists chronicling the PLM 
market since its inception, Beth has written numerous stories 
on how PLM and 3-D CAD are transforming the process of 
innovation and product development at large manufacturers 
across all industries.

Doug Smock, Contributing Editor
Materials/Fastening, Engineering Materials Blog
Former Editor in Chief of Plastics World and Modern Mold and 
Tooling, Doug has written about plastics engineering for more 
than 20 years and has the ability to dig deep both technically 
and journalistically. A member of the Society of Plastics 
Engineers, he is co-author of two leading management books 
that include a discussion of engineering roles.
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An Award Winning Team

Rob Spiegel, Senior Technical Editor
Green Scene, Green Blog, Lead Free Zone Blog
A former Senior Editor at Electronic News with over 20 
years reporting experience, Rob is a versatile writer who 
covers a wide range of issues in the electronics industry. 
His areas of focus for Design News currently include 
compliance issues, the Internet, and distribution.

Liz Taurasi, Executive Editor
Design News Supplements, New Products, RANT column
Liz is an award-winning journalist who cut her teeth as a 
reporter in the newspaper business. Before joining Design 
News, she was the assistant managing editor of a daily 
newspaper in the Boston area, were she also oversaw the 
editorial and production of several weekly publications.

Jon Titus, Contributing Editor
Mechatronics Zone blog, Tips from Titus
Former Editor in Chief of Test & Measurement World and 
EDN Magazine, Jon has extensive experience designing 
with microprocessors and microcontrollers and developed 
data acquisition and instrument control systems. An 
engineer by education and a true engineer-practitioner, he 
has an avid following among design engineers.
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Editorial Contact Information
Please contact the appropriate beat editor for your technology to 
submit press releases, schedule new product briefings, pitch article 
ideas, or discuss opportunities for contributed articles
Design Tools
Beth Stackpole, Contributing Editor
bstack@stackpolepartners,com

Electronics
Charles Murray, Senior Technical Editor
charles.murray@reedbusiness.com

Green Issues/Environmental Compliance
Rob Spiegel, Contributing Editor
robspiegel@comcast.net

Materials and Fastening
Doug Smock, Contributing Editor
doug.smock@reedbusiness.com

Mechatronics
Jon Titus, Contributing Editor 
jontitus@comcast.net

Motion Control/Automation/Sherlock Ohms
Karen Field – Editor in Chief
kfield@reedbusiness.com

Motion Control/Automation and Fluid Power
Al Presher, Contributing Editor
apresher@stratejus.com

Supplements/New Products/Rant Column
Liz Taurasi, Executive Editor
elizabeth.taurasi@reedbusiness.com
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